
OFFICE OF COURT ADMlNISTRAT.lON 

CARL REYNOLDS 

Administrative Director 

TO: 	 District and County Clerks 

FROM: 	 Mary Cowherd 
Deputy Director and Director ofResearch and Court Services 

DATE: 	 August 20, 2010 

RE: 	 Supreme Court Adopts Revisions to Rule of Civil Procedure 78a 

This is to notify you that the Texas Supreme CQurt has adopted revisions to Rule of Civil 
Procedure 78a, which requires that a civil case information sheet accompany the filing of: 1) an 
original petition or application; and 2) a post-judgment petition for modification or motion for 
enforcement in a case arising under the Family Code. The revised rule will take effect 
September 1, 2011), Attached is a copy of the Supreme Court's order adopting the revisions to 
the rule. The order may also be found on the Office of Court Administration's (OCA) \''lebsite, 
at: http://wv(W.CDurts.state.tx.usioca/reguircd.asv. 

As you will recall, the Supreme Court accepted comments regarding tile new Rule of Civil 
Procedure 78a belween May 3 and August 2, 2010, The Supreme Court received a smaH nrunber 
of comments regarding the rule, Based on those comments, the Supreme Court made the 
following revisions to the rule: 

1) As previously written, the nile provided that a civiJ case infonnation sheet "must accompany 
the filing of an original petition." The rule has been revised to clarify that a civil case 
information sheet "must accompany the filing of an original petition Qr application"; 

2) The rule has been revised to clarify that a civil case infonnation sheet is not required in 
juvenile cases or cases filed in justice court or small claims court; and 

3) As previously written, the rule provided that a clviJ case information sheet "must accompany 
the filing of a post-judgment motion for modification or enforcement in a case arising under the 
Family Code," Although this type of action is commonly refened to in practice as a "post­
judgment motion for modification)" it is tC\;hnically a "posHudgment petition for modification," 
The tenninology has been modified accordingly. 
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Also, the instructions for completing the civil case information sheet have been revised to: 

1) Reflect the change in terminology regarding a "post~judgment petition for modification" 
discussed above, (This revision hus also been made to the instructions at the top of the civil case 
infonnation sheet.); 

2) Clarify that when a civil case infonnation sheet is submitted eiectronicaily, the signature may 
be a scanned image or "1st' and the name of the person completing it typed in the space where 
the signature. would otherwise appear. Please see the note that has been added next to 
"signature" in the section entitled, "a} Contact information for person completing case 
infonnation sheet," of the instructions; and 

3) Clarify that if the name of the party (0 a case is confidential, (he party's initials rather than the 
party's name should be entered. Please see the note that has been added to the section entitled, 
"b) Names of parties in the case," aftne instructions. 

Attached are the revised civil case infonnation sheet and in..:;tructions, They are also posted on 
our website in both Word and PDF versions. The Word version of the civi1 case information 
sheet is an electronic form meant to be completed online and then printed when infotmation is 
typed in, the space will expand to accommodate it. The PDF version is meant to be printed and 
then completed manually. The civil case infonnation sheet and instructions may be found on 
OCA's website at: http://v;.'ww,court~:.§!~Je.tx,us,:ocaJrequi~!~~L~. 

Please substitute and use the revised civil case infonnation sheet and instructions for the versions 
that were previously provided 

\Ve are still working on the Spanish version ofllie civil case infonnation sheet and instructions, 
\Ve hope to complete and send them to you within the next two to three weeks. 

Lastly, we have prepared a glossary for pro se litigants, which \vill help dletn in completing the 
civil case infonnation sheet. The glossary wHl be considered hy the Texas Judicial Council at its 
meeting on August 27. If the glossary is approved by the Jndicial Council, we will post it on our 
website and notify you of its approval and posting. If approved, the glossary y,.1Jl also be 
translated into Spanish. 

I will be out of the office from August 23 through August 31. 2010. If you have any questions 
during that time period, please contact Angela Gdrcia, OCA Iudicial Infonnation Managerj at 
512/936-1358 or angcla.garcia@.coUrt.·:Lstate.tx.us, 

attachments 

cc: 	 District Judges 
Statutory COlmty Court Judges 
County Judges 
Alicia Key, Deputy Attorney General for Q,ild Support 
Kathy Shafer, General Counsel, Office ofthe Attnrney General, Child Support Division 
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IN THE SUPREME COURT OF TEXAS 

,,"''''''-= 
Mis<. D""kd No. 10· 9133 

ORDER ADOPTING TEX,\S RULli: OF CIVIL PROCEDURE 78a 

()RIl~RED tbat: 

1. Pursuant to Section 22.004 of the Texas Government Code, the Supreme Co..>rt of 
Texas promulgates Rule 78a of the Texa.s Rules ofCivil Procedure a<; tollows. 

2, By Order dated t.{ay J, lOW, in Misc. Docket ::\10. 1{J~9Q62, the CQurt promulgated 
Rule 78aand itlvited public comment. Following publ;c commer:l.lne Courtnulcerevisionsto Rule 
7Sli, This Ordel' c(mtains the: finfl! version of Rule 7lfa !hat takes effect September 1, 20lO. 

3. Also by Order dated May 3, 2010, in Misc. Docket No. lO~9062, the Court 
promulgated Ihc clvil case information sheet that Rule 7Sa re(lui:res, This Order cont.-'1ius the final 
version (tftne civil case infQona:iou shee: t!lat takes effect September 1,2010. 

4. The Cl(:~k is dirc<:1ed w 

a, file'f copy of this Order with the Secretary of State; 


p, cause a copy ofthis Order to be mailed 10 each rcgistc~cd mcmh:. ofthe State 

Bar ufTexas by publlcat",n in the re..ms l1ar Journal: 

c, scnd a copy ofthlS Order to euch elecled member ofthe Legislature; and 

It submi1 a copy of the Order (br publicatlon in the Tex(1s Register. 
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SlGNED thi:; J~_ day of August. 2010, 

WnUaec B. Jefferson. Cblef us~. 

Nl1th,}n L Hecht, Justice 

David M. Medina, J1,1stic 

~~;U, .~
U.&L... ~~ 
Dale Wainwright,. Justice ~' 

. h1.r,'l _ 

au<::!fJzu--­
Pa:.t: W. Green, Justice 

(Y; r:1 {
t.::2':,J,,:=}"CJ1~V" 


Phil JonnsM, J'..l."lticc 



Rute '78.. , Case Information Sh.cd 

(a) 	 Requirement. A civil case information sheet, in the form promulgUlt:d by th..: S;J:premc Court 
0:' Texas, must accompany Ine :lUng of: 
{l) an origir,nl pCiitkm or application; and 
(2} apos:-judgment petition for modification or motion for enforcement in a case arising 

under the Family Code, 

(0) 	 Signafure- The civil ca'>"t information she-et must be signed by the attorney for the party 
filing the pleading or by the party. 

(c) 	 Enfi:m::em~nt. TrH! court und clerk mu~llukc appropriate measures '0 enforce this rule, But 
1h..., t:-lerk may not reject a pleading because the pleading is not accompanied by a civil case 
infonnation sheet 

(d) 	 Limitation on LC~e The civil CllKe inforr.1atim sheet is for data coUecthm for sia:.istlca! and 
aemil1istrativc purposes and does nor aUttt any substantive right 

(e) 	 Applicabiliry. The c:ivll case information sheet is not requlred in cases filed illjustit:C ,-"(Juris 
or snwll-claims COurts, or in ';3SCS arlsing under Title 3 of the Family Codi:. 

Commelll~ Rule 788 is adt!{:d to rcq·.J~re the submission ofa civil case intbrm;<ttion :>hc<.-1 to collect 
d<lw for sudstical and adminitlradv:! purposes, see, e.g, n:x. GOV'TCODt:: § 71.035, A civil case 
ir.fomlaliQu sheet is nGl:i pleading, Rule ?Sa is placed with other rules regarding pleadings because 
civil case information sheet:;, must f\ccnmpany pkndings. 
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CIVIL CASE INFORMATION SHEET 

C,....,St ,"<t:,\I/lRR (FOR, ClEJIIi {JSeOStf~: __.. COtlRT (roll (,J£RX !)SIf ONLY): _________ 

STilU:lI __ 
(,,~ .J"h~ S,,'1,,[,y AU ,.,,,,,,,,,"," I",U'Mt~C~, I" r~ M.ry AtI~ Jor,u: III j~' MitI'~tM'tI;t P"lojo brC«>!.e J..k!llln! 

A cwil case ,rllbmulUcn jhe.\ muol l>e ;:omrk\~<1 ~rn1 fiulmllu~d wbon '~1 !!riwm~1 puhllOO Ilr lIf'rli~..u()n rs til~~ l<:i inililllc ill1l"'1 ~1Vlt.1"'7"ty laW. pmlnle. Of lll¢1Ittl 
IIc~ld\ &lW: <)T when a pos(.judgmeni pelllltln j", ~,vdjl''''lIui)" nr Notolln rOI cnfOlcemen(rs filed ma limn!)' Jaw I'm~ TIw illfQfllW1ioo ,1;<),JI4 be !he M ."",iJibI~ ill 
~. ~~~~:~I approved b)' t~~!,~~a: J\ldi~131 Council. '$ itlwnd~d t{) w)!~~ information t~..ii~ wi;; b~~:! IllI sarn.1ical pUr,lUltts (01)1. It ne,th«replllCl:SI .s the, IIII! or SC('I'I\:C uf I ill VI.hu diY.:lH)l(nu ill' ftq(H1W ~y t~"I Of rule. Th( sheel d;,cs N:!I ,\lOShhllC It dijoo\Wj' f1XjutR I¢$pon~. ()(
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